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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

FOR INFORMATION OR INTERVIEWS; contact Leslie Dougherty at 433-3366 x225 or 

Jenny Barrie x226. 

 

 

OTTAWA, IL—In recognition of Cervical Cancer Awareness Month the LaSalle County Health 

Department is urging women over the age of 21 to be screened for cervical cancer.    The goal is 

to eradicate cervical cancer in Illinois by women taking charge and getting screened.  Every year 

approximately 10,000 women in the United States are diagnosed with cervical cancer, and there 

are approximately 3,700 deaths from the disease.  It is extremely important that women receive  

Pap Smear tests because cervical cancer, when caught early, is nearly 100 percent curable.  

 The American Cancer Society (ACS) reports that between 60 and 80 percent of American 

women with newly diagnosed invasive cervical cancer have not had a Pap Smear in the last five 

years and /or may have never had one.  Cervical Cancer is one of the most common types of 

cancer worldwide and one of the most preventable and treatable when detected early.  In addition 

to increasing awareness of cervical cancer there are some preventative steps that women can 

take.  Studies have shown, regular exercise, a healthy diet, routine screenings and getting the 

cervical cancer vaccine to help prevent Human Papilloma Virus (HPV), decreases the risk for 





cervical cancer.  Licensed HPV vaccines for females and males are  available.  The Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends 11 or 12 year old girls and boys begin the 

HPV vaccine series.  The vaccination series must be completed by age 26.  HPV vaccination is 

offered at LaSalle County Health Department immunization clinics which are held monthly.  

Those who are interested in scheduling an appointment or want more information can call the 

Health Department. 

 The LaSalle County Health Department also has a program available which can pay for 

Pap Smear tests for LaSalle or Grundy County women, ages 35-64 who have no insurance or 

who have high deductibles regardless of income.  We invite and encourage anyone who needs 

more information on cervical cancer and the importance of Pap Smear tests, the IBCCP program, 

or the cervical cancer vaccines to contact the Health Department at 1-815-433-3366 or visit our 

website at www.lasallecounty.org/hd.   
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MRC Unit Coordinator.  Please register by Sunday, May 7, 2017.  The LaSalle County Medical Reserve Corps  
 
is a volunteer organization that is administered through the LaSalle County Health Department and their  
 
Emergency Preparedness Program.                                    
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             MEDIA RELEASE                   

 
Date:   May 3, 2017 

 

To:  All Media 

 

From:   LaSalle County MRC/LaSalle County Health Department 

     717 Etna Road 

    Ottawa, IL  61350 
 

Contact:  Jenny Barrie (ext. 226) 

     Leslie Dougherty (ext. 225) 

        

Phone:  (815) 433-3366 

For Immediate Release  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

“Are You Ready?  Emergency Preparedness Training” 
 

Ottawa, IL – Disasters affect us all. But disasters and emergencies can have a profound impact on  
 
individuals with functional needs or those who rely on caregivers to support an independent lifestyle.  
 
Where will you, your family, your friends or attendants be when disaster strikes?  The LaSalle County  
 
Medical Reserve Corps is providing a FREE workshop in May to discuss being better prepared for 
 
emergencies with a focus on preparing for those with functional and access needs.  Training details are  
 
listed below, spots are limited to 40 participants: 
 

Training Location: 
Reddick Public Library 

1010 Canal St. 
Ottawa, IL  61350 

 
Tuesday, May 16th, 2017 -- 2:00pm-3:30pm 

 
To register visit:  https://goo.gl/sM9fjA or call 815-433-3366 Ext. 227.  Please register by Monday, May  
 
15, 2016 by 3:00 p.m.  The LaSalle County Medical Reserve Corps is a volunteer organization that is  
 
administered through the LaSalle County Health Department and their Emergency Preparedness  
 
Program.                                    
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      MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Date:   May 12, 2017 

 
To:   All Media 
 
From:   LaSalle County Health Department 

       717 Etna Road 
      Ottawa, IL  61350 

 
Contact:  Jenny Barrie (ext. 226) 

       Leslie Dougherty (ext. 225) 
        

Phone:  (815) 433-3366 
For Immediate Release  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

“Health Department Begins Dead Bird Surveillance” 
 

Ottawa, IL – The LaSalle County Health Department will begin collecting dead birds on  

 
May 15, 2017 and will continue this process until October 15, 2017.  Dead birds are  
 
important sentinels for early detection of West Nile virus activity. Over the past fifteen years,  
 
West Nile virus activity has been documented throughout LaSalle County. If you find a dead  
 
bird, please contact the Health Department’s Environmental Health Division at 815-433-3366.   
 
Below is the criteria the Health Department uses to determine if a bird is eligible to submit for  
 
testing: 
 
 

1. The bird is dead, but the carcass is in good condition.  Birds should be dead no more than 
about 48 hours prior to collection, and should not show signs of advanced decomposition 
(maggots, strong odor, dried or deflated eyes). 
  

2. The bird shows no sign it died of causes other than disease.  Birds with obvious injuries 
such as wounds or missing parts should not be submitted for testing. Likewise, crushed 
carcasses and birds found along roadways are not acceptable. 
 

3. The bird must be one that is acceptable for testing.  At this time the Health Department is 
only collecting crows, blue jays, and robins.  To help identify the type of bird, please 
visit our website at www.lasallecounty.org for bird identification information. 

  

 
As in past years, Health Department staff is getting ready to begin testing mosquitoes.  
 
Mosquitoes will be tested for West Nile virus. The mosquito collection and testing equipment  
                   -more- 



 

was purchased with grant money.  The Health Department also utilized the grant money to  

 
purchase a large quantity of mosquito larvicide, which is used to treat potential mosquito  
 
breeding sites.  The larvicide will be distributed to licensed mosquito control applicators from  
 
local municipalities and villages throughout the county.  Also, during the spring and summer  
 
months, Health Department staff extend outreach efforts to all city, municipal, village,  
 
and township officials in the county. Information on available educational brochures were  
 
distributed to local hospitals, medical centers, nursing homes, pharmacies, veterinary clinics,  
 
pet shelters, campgrounds, daycares, libraries, and pool supply companies.  For additional  
 
information on West Nile virus, please contact the LaSalle County Health Department at 815- 
 
433-3366 or visit our website at www.lasallecounty.org. 
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     MEDIA RELEASE 
 
Date:   May 19, 2017 

 

To:   All Media 

 

From:   LaSalle County Health Department 

       717 Etna Road 

      Ottawa, IL  61350 

 

Contact:  Jenny Barrie (ext. 226) 

       Leslie Dougherty (ext. 225) 

        

Phone:  (815) 433-3366 

For Immediate Release  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“Open House” 

   

Ottawa, IL – The LaSalle County Health Department would like to announce that 

they will be holding an open house at the Streator Family Case Management/ WIC 

office on Thursday, May 25, 2017.  The office is located at 104 6th Street, Suite 

201 in Streator.  The open house will run from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm and will give 

visitors the chance to meet Health Department staff.  In addition, attendees will 

have the opportunity to tour the facility, receive program information and give 

aways.  Light refreshments will be served.  For more information on Family Case 

Management or WIC, you can contact the LaSalle County Health Department at 

(815) 433-3366 or visit our website at www.lasallecounty.org 

 

 

             

                                                                   # # # 

 

 

 
 

http://www.lasallecounty.org/


http://www.lasallecountymrc.org/




http://www.lasallecountymrc.org/






http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/west-nile-virus/surveillance
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/west-nile-virus/surveillance






http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/west-nile-virus/surveillance
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/west-nile-virus/surveillance




http://www.foodsafetymonth.com/






http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/west-nile-virus/surveillance
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/west-nile-virus/surveillance


http://www.cnn.com/specials/politics/president-donald-trump-45


mailto:balbrecht@lasallecounty.org




http://www.lasallecounty.org/
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/west-nile-virus/surveillance
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/west-nile-virus/surveillance

	January 13, 2017
	February 22, 2017
	March 8, 2017
	March 31, 2017
	April 12, 2017
	May 3, 2017
	May 3, 2017 B
	May 12, 2017
	May 19, 2017
	May 25, 2017
	July 6, 2017
	July 25, 2017
	August 1, 2017
	August 22, 2017
	August 30, 2017
	October 1, 2017
	October 10, 2017
	November 8, 2017
	November 21, 2017



